Gardner went to the West Indies, and did not again See his wife until July 11 following. The child whose legitimacy was disputed was born on December 8 of that year. Therefore, the plain medical question, taking the extreme view, was whether a child born 311 days (forty-four weeks and three days *r?m January to December), or 150 days (twenty-one weeks and three days from July to December) after Possible intercourse could be the child of the husband, Lord Gardner.
If these questions were answered in the affirmative then it followed that this P}ust have been either a premature or a protracted birth. There was no pretence that it was a premature case, the child having been mature when born. The The English law on this subject is thus explained by Blackstone and Coke: 
